
28TH / 29TH MARCH 2020—5TH  SUNDAY IN LENT, YEAR A 
Dear Parishioners, Friends and Visitors, 

 It is with a deep sense of gratitude that I share this message with you. I am infinitely grateful to God above 

all, for his constant faithfulness and mercy towards me; gratitude to the Melbourne Archdiocese for the trust 

it placed in me when I was asked to look after the Heidelberg parish; and, most of all, to you, the parish family 

at St John’s, for your warm welcome and for accepting me as part of your family.  

 I arrived at Heidelberg, totally unannounced and unexpected, in October 2013. Fr Ted was not feeling well, I 

was looking for a new ministry, and Archbishop Hart asked me whether I could minister for a few months 

among you. The initial agreement was for three months! I had heard of the Austin Hospital, because a good 

friend of mine had done some studies there, but I had absolutely no idea where Heidelberg was on the map. A 

month after I arrived in Heidelberg, I was asked whether I would like to stay on as parish priest! These seven 

years at St John’s have been a time of great grace; it has been inspiring journeying with you all.  

 It is time now to part ways. I understand this is not the ideal way of giving you this news, but our Novel 

friend Corona Virus has interfered, so I have to make this announcement by letter rather than in person to you 

at Mass. I will be leaving St John’s and moving to a mission in the Philippines. As a member of the Missionary 

Society of St Paul, I have been in the Philippines a number of times for short periods of time; this time it will be 

a permanent posting for me. Someone once told me that, although it will be difficult to leave family and 

friends at St John’s, I cannot leave my heart here; it will be of no use to you and I would be of no use in my 

new mission. Instead I will carry you with me in my heart.  

 Through Baptism, every Christian is a missionary; we are all invited to spread the Good News wherever we 

are. Being a missionary is also a way of building bridges between different parts of the Church. My going to 

the Philippines can also be St John’s mission: I will carry your love and support with me in my new mission. 

 The plan is to leave St John’s on Sunday 16th August; after some time with my family and a time of spiritual 

retreat, I will start my new mission in December or January. I have already prepared the ‘parish profile’ which 

will now be sent out to all the priests in the archdiocese for them to consider whether they would like to take 

on this ministry. We can start praying now for the new parish priest that will be part of your family in a few 

months’ time.  

 Thank you to all for your love, friendship and support. There are too many people to mention. I will pray for 

all of you for your generosity towards me. Between now and August I hope we will have time to farewell each 

other. 

Thank you 

Go gently 

Mario mssp 

ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC PARISH  
52 Yarra Street  

HEIDELBERG 

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the 
Wurundjeri-Balluk clan of the Woi wurrung people in the Kulin Nation. We respectfully recognise elders, both 

past and present, and join in a silent prayer for healing of the pains caused by our ancestors. 
 

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem 
and integrity of children and young people and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching 

environment to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. 



PARISH PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have 
received from the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish 
and maintain our parish heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who 
welcome the stranger, the needy, the sick and the lonely. Like St John, our 

patron saint, may we be people who love others, as your Son Jesus, asked us 

Please Remember in your prayers 
Recently Baptised:  Alessandro Siciliano. 
The Sick: Sally Hodgson, Alan Castles, James Artinopoulos, Doreen  Booth, 
Charles Garraid, Giovanni Mirabella, Vita Nativo, Matais Navajas, Brett Ralph, 
Naoise Wheeler, Mary-Teresa Wright. 
Anniversaries: Anthony Barnes., Rita Antony. 

Recently  Deceased: Augustina Bedin. 
Names on the sick list remain for six weeks, unless otherwise advised.  

Please submit any items for the newsletter, including sick, recently deceased and 
anniversaries, by Thursday morning. 

Parish Priest: Fr Mario Zammit mssp 
Parish Secretary: Mary Peeris 
Parish Pastoral Council  
Chair: Michelle Robertson 
Council members:  
Domenica Ashworth;  
Timothy Boyle 
Margaret Bradley 
Adrian Daly 
Moira Di Cesare 
Karen Frost 
Russell Lew-Kee 
Safeguarding Committee Chair:  
Michelle Penson (0499 891 101) 
Parish Programme Coordinators: 
Jan McCaffrey (0423 478 504)  
Elizabeth Williamson (0447195553) 
Parish office:  
52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084 
t: 9457 1066 
e: heidelberg@cam.org.au 
w: cam.org.au/heidelberg 
Facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg 
Instagram.com/stjohn.heidelberg 
Office Hours: 
Mo, Tu, Th, Fr; 9:30am to 2:30pm 
Mass Times:  
Weekend: Saturday: 6:00pm  
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30am, 5:00pm 
Austin Hospital:  
3rd Sunday of the Month at 9:30am 
Weekdays: 9:15am 
Reconciliation (Confession):  
Saturdays at 9:45am & 5:30pm  
or by appointment 
Baptisms: Sundays at 11:45am, by 
appointment 
Baptism Information Evening:  
Last Thursday of each month at 
7:30pm in the parish house, except 
Dec and Jan 
Weddings: By appointment 
First Reconciliation, 
First Communion, Confirmation: 
Parish Secretary (9457 1066) 
Rosary: Monday to Saturday after 
morning Mass 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Wednesday: 7:30pm - 9:00pm;  
Thursday: 9:40am - 11:00am,  
Friday: 8:00am - 9:00am 
Lectio Divina: Every second and 
fourth Monday of the month at 
7:00pm, in the parish house 
Legion of Mary: Every Tuesday 
night at 7:00pm in the parish house;  
contact Sue 9459 8604 
Parish Pilgrim statue of Mary:  
To have the statue of Mary in your 
home for one week contact Marj 
McBroom m: 0414 289 304 
St John’s Catholic Parish Primary: 
Principal: Maureen Stella  
55 Cape St Heidelberg 3084 
t: 9459 2963;  
office@sjheidelberg.catholic.edu.au 
Hall Hire: 
Fran Gasior: m:0417972317 
10:00am-5:00pm; Mon-Fri only 

Project Compassion, Let’s Go 
Further, Together: Tawonga is a 10-
year-old girl, living with a disability. 
She lives in a village in northern 
Malawi in a region plagued by food 
insecurity and poverty. For most of 
her life, her parents have struggled 
to put meals on the table. Tawonga 
often had to miss school because she 
was too sick from hunger. The family 
also faced discrimination in their 
community due to her disability. 
Since participating in a Caritas 
Australia supported program, 
Tawonga’s life has transformed. Her 
family now grows enough food to 
provide three meals a day, ending 
the struggle of malnutrition, and 
helping her thrive at school. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 
2020 so this transformational 
program can continue to empower 
vulnerable women, men and 
children, and strengthen the 
communities around them.  

Please take home a donation box or 
a set of envelopes. Boxes and 
envelopes will be returned on Holy 
Thursday and after Easter. Tax-
receipts available. Visit 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  

Sick and elderly parishioners: who 
need our help and assistance. Let us 
keep them in our prayers. Please 
inform the parish office of any 
parishioners who need help. Thank 
you. 

Cancelled Events Due to COVID-19: 

Way of the Cross 

GEMS 55+ 

Heidelcare 

Services provided during this time: 
We have been asked to leave the 
church closed. As individuals and as 
families, we can pray at home. The 
parish has a facebook page: 
facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg. This 
is a public page and anyone can 
follow it, even if you do not have a 
facebook profile. There is live 
streaming on: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday: 9:15am Mass, 
5:00pm Rosary (except Tuesday); 
Friday: 7:30pm Way of the Cross; 
Saturday: 9:15am Mass, 5:30pm 
Rosary, 6:00pm Vigil Mass; Sunday: 
8:30am Mass, 5:00pm Rosary. Please 
join us in prayer. 

Parish Rose Garden: a group of 
dedicated rose gardeners are 
required urgently. The parishioner 
who kept our roses going is leaving 
the parish and needs to be replaced. 
There is a large number of roses to 
be looked after and ideally they are 
maintained, dead headed, on a 
weekly basis, and pruned in winter. 
Parishioners and visitors appreciate 
our beautiful rose garden. Anyone 
interested in this ministry please 
contact the parish office for more 
information. Thank you.  



    

     

     

     

     

     

    

     

     

     

     

     

     

Counters  

  

  HEIDELCARE : CANCELLED 

     

     

Thank you for supporting St John’s financially. Please advise if your credit card is lost/stolen or the expiry date has changed. 

Obligation to attend Mass: If you are unwell—no 
matter what the illness—or are at particular risk of 
contracting the virus, there is no obligation to attend 
Mass. Instead you can honour the Lord’s Day by a 
time of prayer at home, reading the Scriptures or 
watching Mass online.  
 

Eternal Life  

In today’s gospel, Jesus leaves what is for him safe 
country, across the Jordan, to give life to Lazarus, his 
friend. By going to Judea, he puts his own life at 
mortal risk. 

What Jesus does for Lazarus in fact plays out in 
miniature the whole pattern of his life and mission. As 
incarnate Son of God, he leaves the ‘safe country’ of 
his eternal dwelling with the Father (John 1:1-2) to 
enter our world and, at the cost of his own life, give 
eternal life to us all. 

Jesus delays a few days before acting on the sisters’ 
message about their brother’s grave illness. In effect, 
he allows Lazarus to die. Odd though the delay may 
seem, it allows him to enter into the grief of Martha 
and Mary, and, ultimately, the grief of all mourn the 
death of loved ones. Jesus weeps (v. 35), addressing 
not only death but the grieving for the death of loved 
ones that affects all human beings.  

Jesus in the end restores Lazarus to this present life. 
But the miracle is more importantly a symbol of the 
‘eternal life’—death’s true remedy—that Jesus (‘the 
resurrection and the life’) has come to impart to all.  

Confronted with the prospect of death, each one of 
us is ‘Lazarus,’ the friend for whom Jesus left the ‘safe 
country’ of his Father’s home to give his life that I 
might live. This is how we should hear the Passion in 
the weeks to come. 

Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

Spiritual Communion Prayer: My Jesus, I believe 

that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I 

love You above all things, and I desire to receive 

You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit 

me to be separated from You. Amen. 

Prayer to St Joseph: You were receptive to God 

working in your life. Help us by your prayers at this 

time of trial. You kept Jesus and Mary under your 

watchful care: may your prayers assist our local 

Church to respond to those in need. You taught the 

Christ Child your trade and prayers: help us to 

follow his example of love. You were part of God’s 

plan for all humanity: assist us to be vigilant and 

responsible this day. You spent your life in service: 

may we be mindful of others, particularly the 

elderly and vulnerable, caring for them in these 

difficult days. You trusted in the clear primacy of 

God over all history and every situation: help us to 

grow in faith and pray to the Father, Thy will be 

done.  

Some Handy Resources: 

Daily Mass: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ—or—https://
melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass;  
Sunday Mass:  https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/
multimedia/web-cast/;  
Daily readings: https://universalis.com/mass.htm—
or—https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/living-word/;  
Daily prayer: https://www.pray.com.au/ 



First Reading  Ezekiel 37:12-14 

 The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; 
I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead 
you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your 
graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you 
will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you 
will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is 
the Lord who speaks. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 129 
Together: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption. 
 

Left Side: 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleading.  
 

Right Side: 
If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,  
Lord, who would survive? 
But with you is found forgiveness: for this we revere you. 
 

Left Side: 
My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 
more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak  
and Israel on the Lord.)  
 

Right Side: 
Because with the Lord there is mercy  
and fullness of redemption, 
Israel indeed he will redeem from all its iniquity.  
 

Together: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption. 
 

Second Reading  Romans 8:8-11 

 People who are interested only in unspiritual things can 
never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not 
in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of 
God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you 
possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. 
Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if 
Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you 
have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised 
Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal 
bodies through his Spirit living in you. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel  John 11:3-7. 17. 20-27. 33-45 

 The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to Jesus, 

‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, 

Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s 

glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 

 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when 

he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for 

two more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to 

Judaea.’ 

 On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the 

tomb for four days already. When Martha heard that Jesus 

had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in 

the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my 

brother would not have died, but I know that even now, 

whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ 

said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he 

will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus 

said: 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. 

If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, 

and whoever lives and believes in me 

will never die. Do you believe this?’ 

 ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the 

Son of God, the one who was to come into this world.’ 

Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight 

from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘See 

how much he loved him!’ But there were some who 

remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he 

not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus 

reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the 

opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to 

him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ 

Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you 

will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. 

Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 

I knew indeed that you always hear me, 

but I speak 

for the sake of all these who stand round me, 

so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 

 When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, 

here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and 

hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. 

Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 

 Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had 

seen what he did believed in him. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 
1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 


